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Comment Summaries

Instability: An Overview of the Social and Political Climate in the Solomon Islands
Peter Wagner

The Solomon Islands government has reached a degree of stability with orderly elections
and relative calm in the wake of a tumultuous decade. But while the Solomons have
established a new Foreign Investment Act (2006) aimed at clearing the path for investors,
the social framework is fragile and continues to rely on RAMSI — the Australia-led
Regional Assistance Mission Solomon Islands, which has been keeping the peace in this
volatile country since 2003.

Company Law Reform in the Pacific Islands

Gordon Walker

The traditional approaches to law reform suffer have not been very successful because of
the ignorance of the importance of adapting transplanted laws to local needs and culture
and reform timelines that are too short to effect real change. Investment in the Pacific
Island region requires long time horizons, effective enforceable contracts, strong property
rights and commercial law, anti-discrimination provisions protecting local businesses and
communities, and availability of ADR processes. The Pacific Islands are weak in all these
areas and therefore present a challenge to legal reform. To be effective, law reform
projects must be tailored to the countries’ circumstances and needs, have thorough
analysis of the economic and legal impact of reform measures, strong government
ownership, comprehensive consultations, rapid response by donors, and thorough
implementation. A case study of the Solomon Islands will be presented.



