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SPEAKER AND CHAIR BIOGRAPHIES

Ms. ANNE ANDREWS (BA, Stephens College, 1976; JD, Western State University,
1981) is the managing partner of Andrews & Thornton. For over twenty years, she
has worked extensively litigating personal injury product liability cases against major
pharmaceutical companies resulting from the sale of dangerous drugs, medical
devices and dietary supplements. Andrews & Thornton has unique experience in
obtaining compensation for clients despite the wrongdoing company declaring
bankruptcy. Currently, she represents Cheryl Juaire on the Official Committee of
Unsecured Creditors in the Purdue Bankruptey (I re Purdue Pharma 1.P, Bankruptcy
No. 19-23649, Ch 11). She also represents more than 60,000 additional creditors of
Purdue. In 2020, Anne began serving on the Tort Claimants Creditors’ Committee
in Boy Scouts (In re Boy Scouts of America, Bankruptcy No, 20-10343, Ch 11). She
represents more than 9,500 survivors that were sexually abused during their time in
the scouts. Desiring to achieve equitable compensation for survivors in their lifetime,
Anne felt the need to step back from the Tort Claimants Creditors’ Committee and
took it upon herself to found the Coalition of Abused Scouts for Justice
(“Coalition”). She led the Coalition in negotiations with various parties in the Boy
Scouts bankruptcy. The Coalition has negotiated the largest sexual abuse settlement
in history, securing commitments of $2.8 billion dollars for sexual abuse survivors.
She helped negotiate this plan that has overwhelming support from survivors and
their representatives. Other notable work includes having served on the Unsecured
Creditors” Committees in Twinlab (In re TL Admin. Corp., Bankruptcy No. 03-
15564, Ch 11), NVE (In re NVE, Inc., Bankruptcy No. 05-35692, Ch 11), and as the
Chair of the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors in NECC (I re New England
Compounding Pharmacy, Inc., Bankruptcy No. 12-19882, Ch 11). She also participated
in bankruptcy proceedings on behalf of tort creditors in Chemtura (In re Chemtura
Corp., Bankruptcy No 09-11233, Ch 11), Metabolite (In re MII Liguidation Inc.,
Bankruptcy No. 05-6040, Ch 11), MuscleTech (In re Ephedra Products Liability
Litigation/ In re Muscletech Research and Development, Inc., 349 BR 333 (SDNY 2006), Ch
15), and Dow Corning (In re Dow Corning Corp., Bankruptcy No. 95-20512, Ch 11).
In 2019, she began serving on the Tort Claimants’ Committee in PG&E (I re PG&E
Corp., Bankruptcy No. 19-30088, Ch 11).

MR. MARK D. BLOOM (BA, Political Science, Yale University, 1975; JD, University
of Maryland School of Law, 1979 (with honors)) is a partner and North America
Chair of the Global Restructuring & Insolvency Practice at the law firm Baker &
McKenzie. In recent years he has focused the majority of his practice on complex
cross-border insolvency cases and situations involving the application of Ch 15 of
the US Bankruptcy Code, the UNCITRAL Model Law on Cross-Border Insolvency,
and the insolvency regimes of various jurisdictions. His diverse experience over 40
years includes all areas of US and cross-border financial restructuring, reorganization
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and bankruptcy, involving the representation of debtors, US and foreign fiduciaries,
secured and unsecured creditors, and official committees and purchasers of troubled
companies and their assets, both in and out of bankruptcy court. He continues to
serve as lead counsel for key parties in cross-border cases and proceedings of
widespread interest to the international insolvency community. He is a longtime
Fellow and the Past Chair and President of the American College of Bankruptcy,
and a Member and Vice President of the International Insolvency Institute. He has
been listed in The Best Lawyers in America since 1993 and also is listed in the Chambers
Global and US A Guides and Lawdragon 500. He has written and published extensively
and lectured on five continents for various professional schools and universities and
served on the Editorial Boards of both INSOL WORLD and the INTERNATIONAL
INSOLVENCY LAW REVIEW.

PROF. CHARLES D. BOOTH (BA, Yale University, 1981 (sumzma cum lande & Phi Beta
Kappa); JD, Harvard Law School, 1984 (cum launde)) is the Michael | Marks
Distinguished Professor in Business Law and the Founding Director of the Institute
of Asian-Pacific Business Law (IAPBL) at the Richardson School of Law. He
focuses on comparative and cross-border insolvency and commercial law. After law
school, he practiced at Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen and Hamilton on Wall Street (1984-
86), taught at the Richardson School of Law (1986-89), taught in the Faculty of Law
at the University of Hong Kong (1989-2005), and returned to the Richardson School
of Law in 2006. He teaches Secured Transactions, Debtors” and Creditors’ Rights,
Corporate Reorganization, Asian-Pacific Insolvency Law, International Business
Law in Asia, and Comparative Law, and helped develop the Business Boot Camp.
He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, a Member of the
International Academy of Commercial and Consumer Law, and a Founding Member
of the International Insolvency Institute. He has co-authored: A GLOBAL VIEW OF
BUSINESS INSOLVENCY SYSTEMS (2010); the HONG KONG CORPORATE
INSOLVENCY MANUAL (4th ed, 2018); and the HONG KONG PERSONAL
INSOLVENCY MANUAI (3rd ed, forthcoming 2023). He frequently serves as a
consultant on insolvency and commercial law reform and training projects for many
international organizations, including the World Bank Group, the IMF and the Asian
Development Bank. He recently contributed to the new Lao Law on Rehabilitation
and Bankruptcy of Enterprises, participated in a Vietnamese insolvency law reform
and NPL resolution project, and co-designed and participated in insolvency training
seminars for judges and insolvency professionals in Beijing, Laos, and Cambodia
(forthcoming). He co-designed and continues to serve as a co-director of the Hong
Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants (HKICPA) Professional Diploma in
Insolvency Law Course, which is in the process of accepting its 15" cohort. He is a
member of the Hawai‘i Bankruptcy Bar Association Board and is admitted to
practice in New York and New Jersey.
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DR. PAUL H. BREWBAKER (AB, Economics, Stanford University, 1977; PhD in
Economics, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, 2004) is the Principal of TZ
Economics, a Hawai‘i economics consultancy. His background in research on the
regional economy and financial risk analytics stems from 25 years as a Hawai‘i
commercial bank economist and executive. After graduating from Stanford
University, he did graduate work at the University of Wisconsin, and received his
PhD in Economics from the University of Hawai‘l. He has lectured extensively over
several decades in economic theory and applied courses at Wisconsin and Hawai‘i
campuses. He is a member of the American Economic Association, the American
Finance Association, and the National Association for Business Economics, from
which he holds the Certified Business Economist designation.

MR. CHUCK C. CHoI (BA, University of Hawai‘i, 1983; JD, Southwestern
University School of Law, 1988 (cum laude & American Jurisprudence award in five
classes)) is a partner at Choi & Ito. He has represented debtors, committees, trustees,
secured lenders, and asset purchasers in bankruptcy courts, and parties in fraudulent
transfer litigation in federal and state courts. He practiced bankruptcy law in Los
Angeles before returning to Hawai‘i in 1995. He has been listed in Best Lawyers in
America, and Best Lawyers in Hawai'i in the area of bankruptcy and creditor-debtor
rights law since 2005. Choi & Ito has confirmed Small Business Ch 11 Plans in the
USBC for the District of Hawai‘i and the US District Court for the Territory of
Guam, Bankruptcy Division.

Ms. RANDI S. ELLIS (BA, Louisiana State University, 1994; JD, Louisiana State
University, 1997) is a dispute resolution and settlement consulting attorney who
specializes in assisting parties in resolving complex civil disputes. As an intermediary,
she brings the parties together and facilitates alternatives to litigation. Her
experience and skills combine to bring about mutual agreements between the parties.
She has been appointed by federal and state courts as a Special Master, Settlement
Master, Mediator, or Neutral to facilitate a settlement and then oversee the
settlement through the distribution of proceeds until final dismissal. She offers
unique qualities and dedication by working to resolve conflicts that arise throughout
the litigation process. After a case is settled, there are remaining issues that arise such
as lien resolution or other difficulties to conclude the matter. She continues to assist
the Court and the parties, if needed, until every issue is completely resolved. Early
in her career, Ms. Ellis clerked for the Honorable Christine Noland of the US
District Court for the Middle District of Louisiana and for the Honorable William
Mortvant of the Nineteenth Judicial District Court of Louisiana. She also served as
an attorney for the Louisiana Legislature Civil Law Committee. She worked in
private practice for over 12 years before opening her own firm. She is admitted to
practice in Louisiana and Texas.
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Ms. NATALIE ENESS (BA, Iowa State University, 1993 (with high distinction & Phi
Beta Kappa): JD, University of lowa Law School, 2000 (with high distinction &
Order of the Coif)) is Senior Corporate Counsel, Lead Privacy and Data Counsel at
ECMC Group, the parent corporation of Educational Credit Management
Corporation. She brings more than 20 years of experience in the student loan
industry. In her current role, she has broad-ranging responsibilities, including
managing a litigation portfolio primarily focused on student loans and bankruptcy
law; and providing regulatory guidance, corporate, transactional, and privacy advice
to the ECMC Group family of companies. Ms. Ennis previously served as a judicial
law clerk to the then Chief Judge for the US District Courts, District of Minnesota,
James M Rosenbaum. She is a member of the American Bankruptcy Institute, the
Association of Corporate Counsel, the International Association of Privacy
Professionals, and is a member of the Iowa and Minnesota Bars. She also holds a
Cybersecurity and Privacy Law Certificate, and is active in her local community,
serving and volunteering with several nonprofit organizations.

HoN. ROBERT ]J. FARIS (USBC, DISTRICT COURT OF HAWAI‘T) (BA, Reed
College, 1980 (Phi Beta Kappa); JD, Boalt Hall School of Law, University of
California, Berkeley, 1983 (Order of the Coif)) is a US Bankruptcy Judge for the
District of Hawai‘i. From 1983 until 2002, he practiced with a Honolulu law firm,
emphasizing bankruptcy, insolvency, and commercial litigation. He became a
bankruptcy judge in February 2002 and a member of the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy
Appellate Panel in 2015. He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and
is a Lecturer in Law at the Richardson School of Law, where he teaches Debtors’
and Creditors’ Rights and Corporate Reorganization.

Ms. DEBRA GRASSGREEN (BSBA, University of Florida, 1988 (Outstanding Female
Graduate); JD, University of Florida, 1991 (with honors)) is a Senior Partner in
Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones’ San Francisco office and chairs the firm’s
international insolvency practice. She has significant experience representing
debtors, trustees, and creditors’ committees in large and complex Ch 11 cases
nationwide and internationally in the technology, media, telecommunications, and
life sciences industries both in and out of court. Some of her more notable
engagements include representing solar power manufacturer Solyndra, American
Suzuki Motor Corporation, Mesa Airlines, and the creditors (including abuse
survivors) in the Weinstein Company Ch 11 case. In addition, she has represented
high profile individuals, including boxer Mike Tyson and singer Toni Braxton. Ms.
Grassgreen, an American College of Bankruptcy Fellow, has held a variety of
leadership positions in prestigious insolvency organizations including the
International Insolvency Institute, the International Women's Insolvency &
Restructuring Confederation, and the American College of Bankruptcy, chairing its
Insolvency Committee and, currently, is its 9th Circuit Regent. For the past ten years,
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she has participated in the United Nations Commission on International Trade
Law’s Working Group V and its expert group meetings as an NGO delegate. She is
widely regarded as a leading expert on cross-border restructuring matters and
frequently speaks and writes on cross-border matters and others. Last year, the Los
Angeles and San Francisco Daily Journal named Ms. Grassgreen to its list of Tgp
Bankruptey Lawyers in California and, for several years, has listed Ms. Grassgreen as
one of its Top Women Lawyers. In 2021, the International Women’s Insolvency and
Restructuring Confederation selected her as its 2021 Woman of the Y ear in Restructuring.
She holds Chambers USA’s highest rank (Band 1) in Bankruptcy/ Restructuring and
Martindale-Hubbell's highest recognition for ethical standards and legal ability (A1~
Preeminent). She is listed in Who'’s Who Legal: Thought 1 eaders—Global Elite; Lawdragon
as one of its 2023 and 2022 500 Leading US Bankruptey & Restructuring Lawyers and
one of its 2020 500 Leading Global Restructuring & Insolvency Lawyers; and in Best Lawyers
in America (every year since 2001) for her work in both Bankruptcy and Creditor
Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law and Litigation-Bankruptcy. She
is admitted to practice in Florida and California.

HON. ALLAN L. GROPPER (RET.) (BA, Yale College, 1965 (cunz lande); D, Harvard
Law School, 1969 (cum lande)) was appointed as a US Bankruptcy Judge for the
Southern District of New York on October 4, 2000 and retired on January 9, 2015.
Prior thereto he was a member of the law firm of White & Case, initially as a litigator
and later as head of the Bankruptcy and Reorganization group. In the latter capacity
he represented clients in connection with some of the nation’s largest Ch 11 cases,
including Manville Corporation, Texaco, LTV Corporation, Federated Department
Stores/Allied Stores Corporation, Thatcher Glass Corporation, Maxwell
Communications Corp., MGM, and United States Lines. He was also active in
international and cross-border restructurings and was located in the White & Case
Hong Kong office in 1999-2000. Judge Gropper presently serves as a consultant and
expert witness in litigated matters and as an arbitrator and mediator. He is an adjunct
professor of law at Fordham Law School, a member of the National Bankruptcy
Conference and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. He is a member
of the United States delegation to Working Group V (Insolvency Law) of the United
Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL). He is also a
member of the American Arbitration Association Roster of Neutrals and the INSOL
International College of Mediation. He has frequently lectured on bankruptcy-
related issues and has participated in educational sessions in several nations. He was
a consultant to the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development and
advised on the drafting of the first bankruptcy law adopted by the Russian
Federation. His publications include the following: The Mediation of Bankruptcy
Disputes in the United States, 14 TRANSNATIONAL DISPUTE MANAGEMENT, issue 4
(Nov. 2017), United States Approaches to the Insolvency of Enterprise Groups, 4/2015
INTERNATIONAL INSOLVENCY LAW REVIEW 364 (2015), The Curious Disappearance of
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Choice of Law as an Issue in Chapter 15 Cases, 9 BROOKLYN JOURNAL OF CORPORATE,
FINANCIAL & COMMERCIAL LAW 57 (2015), and The Arbitration of Cross-Border
Insolvencies, 86 AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY LAW JOURNAL 201 (2012).

MR. JERROLD K. GUBEN (BS, University of Southern California, 1963; AM,
University of Michigan, 1964; JD, Harvard Law School, 1967) is a partner with the
law firm of O’Connor Playdon Guben & Inouye. He was an associate with the
bankruptcy firm Gendel, Raskoff, Shapiro and Quittner and was a member of the
taculty at the Richardson School of Law.

PROF. AURELIO GURREA-MARTINEZ (LLLLB & BBA, University of Granada; PhD
in Law, Corporate and Insolvency Law, CEU San Pablo University; MSC in Law and
Finance, Oxford University; JSM, Stanford Law School), is an Associate Professor
of Law and Head of the Singapore Global Restructuring Initiative at Singapore
Management University. He has taught, studied or conducted research at several
institutions in the United States, the United Kingdom, Continental Europe, Asia and
Latin America, including the University of Oxford, Harvard Law School, Columbia
Law School, Cambridge University, Yale Law School and Stanford University. In
2022, he was also a Visiting Scholar at the Becker-Friedman Institute for Economics
at the University of Chicago. He is a member of the Academic Steering Committee
of INSOL International, as well as a director of the Ibero-American Institute for
Law and Finance and co-chair of the SMU-Cambridge Roundtable on Corporate
Insolvency Law. In 2021, he became the first non-US academic named to the
American Bankruptcy Institute’s 40 under 40 list for his work and leadership on
insolvency. In 2016, he was also named Rising Star of Corporate Governance by the
Millstein Center for Global Markets and Corporate Ownership at Columbia Law
School. His research interest lies in the intersection of law and finance, with
particular emphasis on corporate governance, financial regulation, corporate finance
and corporate insolvency law, and how legal and institutional reforms may promote
entrepreneurship, innovation, access to finance and economic growth. His most
recent work includes a new index that seeks to measure the attractiveness of
reorganization procedures in more than 60 jurisdictions, as well as a monograph,
REINVENTING INSOLVENCY LAW IN EMERGING ECONOMIES (Cambridge
University Press, forthcoming January 2024) that urges regulators and policymakers
to rethink insolvency law in emerging economies. He has been invited to present his
research before various regulators, governmental agencies and international
organizations, including the Monetary Authority of Singapore, the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India, the OECD, the IMF, IOSCO, the World Bank, the
Australian Department of the Treasury, and the US Securities and Exchange
Commission.
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MR. GARY T. HOLTZER (BS, Cornell University, 1986; JD, Cardozo Law School,
1990) is Co-Chair of the Restructuring Department at Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
and a member of the Firm’s Management Committee. He practices in all areas of
domestic and international restructurings, crisis management, corporate governance,
financings and acquisitions involving distressed situations. He is an Adjunct
Professor at Cardozo School of Law and is also a Fellow of the American College
of Bankruptcy. He is consistently ranked in the field of Bankruptcy/Restructuring
in Chambers Global, Chambers USA and Lega/ 500 US. Most recently, he was named
Highly Regarded for Restructuring and Insolvency in the United States by IFI.LR7000
(2020; 2022-2023), named a Leading Lawyer by Lega/ 500 (2020; 2022-2023), and
named among 500 Leading Global Bankruptey & Restructuring Lawyers by Lawdragon
(2020; 2022-2023). In 2021, he was named a Crisis Leadership Trailblazer by THE
NATIONAL LAW JOURNAL. He was also named one of Tumarounds & Workouts’
Outstanding Restructuring Lawyers (2017 and 2020). In 2016 he was named a Law360
MUV'P in Bankruptey.

MR. FouADp KURDI (BA, UMass Boston, 2011; Tax LLM and JD, Georgia State
University, 2014) mediates high-stakes, complex disputes that span a wide range of
legal specialties, including product liability, contracts, bankruptcy, antitrust, mass
tort, and mass action cases. Recently, he successtully mediated numerous disputes
involving public nuisance claims asserted by thousands of public entities against
multiple companies, culminating in settlements exceeding $18 billion. He has also
mediated (and continues to mediate) PFAS-related disputes, including claims
asserted by public and private entities against chemical suppliers and industrial
operators. He has notable experience mediating complex antitrust disputes, recently
facilitating a mid-trial settlement in a closely watched federal antitrust case involving
a challenged multi-billion dollar cross-border merger. In the commercial bankruptcy
sector, he is currently mediating several high-profile bankruptcy cases, including
multiple Ch 11 cases involving divisional mergers (so-called Texas Two-Step cases).
He holds a certificate from Harvard Law School's Program on Negotiation after
successfully completing an intensive educational course on mediating disputes. Mr.
Kurdi also specializes in the administration of complex mass tort trusts, where he
provides operational and strategic guidance. He is highly experienced in establishing
and implementing claim evaluation protocols, ensuring complex claims are
administered in a cost-efficient and timely manner. Before joining Resolutions, LL.C,
he served as a litigation and financial restructuring associate at Brown Rudnick LLP,
tollowing a clerkship for the Honorable Mary F Walrath at the USBC for the District

of Delaware.

MR. JOHN M. MARSDEN (MPsych, University of Sydney; BSc, University of New
South Wales (with honors); LLB, University of Adelaide (with honors)) is a partner
of Mayer Brown and co-leads the Global Restructuring practice. He represents
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clients in a wide range of matters in the commercial and corporate context. His
assignments have included financing transactions, non-performing loan disposals
and corporate restructurings. John has provided advice in such large-scale
restructurings or insolvencies as Asia Pulp and Paper, Pacific Andes, the Moulin
Group, TMT and Vietnam Shipbuilding Industry Group, all of which are multi-
jurisdictional transactions. He was placed into the Shanghai office for three years
during which time he was involved with a number of substantial property acquisition
and financing transactions. He has been named a Senior Statespeople by Chambers
Greater China Region (2023), and a Band 1 Restructuring and Insolvency Lawyer by Chambers
(2013-2022), Market Leader in Restructuring and Insolvency by IFL.R7000 (2018-2023)
and Leading Lawyer in Restructuring and Insolvency by IFI.R1000 (2010-2017). Chanibers
Asia Pacific (2018) described John as providing an “aggressive and punchy service,
but [he] is very commercial too.”

Ms. BRIDGET G. MORGAN-BICKERTON (BA, Seattle University, 2002 (summa cum
launde); ]D, Berkeley Law, UC Berkeley, 2005)) is the current President of the Hawai‘i
Bankruptcy Bar Association and the Managing Partner of Bickerton Law Group
LLLP. She represents clients in a wide range of civil litigation matters, with an
emphasis on consumer class actions and wrongful termination. Her experience
includes representation of injured consumers against hotels, restaurants, banks, and
other corporations, of debtors, creditors, and bankruptcy trustees in bankruptcy and
receivership litigation matters, employees in cases of employment discrimination and
wrongful termination, and families injured by fires. She has practiced in the State,
Federal District, and Bankruptcy Courts of Hawai‘i and Washington State, and in
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, and has argued before the Ninth Circuit
Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. She was named a Rzsing Starby Super Lawyers from 2013-
2017 and was recognized by Washington Law and Politics Top Women Lawyers in
Washington State in 2014. After graduating from Berkeley Law, she commenced her
legal career at the Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘i where she served a two-year
AmeriCorps term and then moved into private practice. She is honored to serve as
the current President of the Hawai‘l Bankruptcy Bar Association, and as a Director
on the Board of Directors of the Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘L.

HoN. JAMES M. PECK (RET.) (BA, Dartmouth College,1967; JD, New York
University School of Law, 1971) is Senior of Counsel at Morrison Foerster, where
he chairs the firm’s Cross-Border Restructuring practice and also heads the firm’s
Mediation practice. Prior to joining Morrison Foerster, he served as a US Bankruptcy
Judge for the Southern District of New York from 2006 to 2014, where he presided
over the Ch 11 and Securities Investor Protection Act cases of Lehman Brothers
and its affiliates and several other major Ch 11 and Ch 15 cases and wrote multiple
legal decisions that have helped define the impact of safe harbors on qualified
tinancial contracts. Before his judicial appointment, Judge Peck was in private
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practice for over 35 years, concentrating much of that time on bankruptcy law,
business reorganization, and creditors’ rights. He was a partner in the reorganization
and finance section of Duane Morris LLP and co-head of the business
reorganization department of Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP. He belongs to many
professional organizations and has served in an extensive variety of leadership roles.
By invitation, he is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member
of its judicial nominating committee. He also currently chairs the Business
Bankruptcy Advisory Committee for the Southern District of New York. He is a
past president of the International Insolvency Institute (2016-2017), served on the
board of governors of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and was
judicial chair of the American Bankruptcy Institute’s annual New York City
Bankruptcy Conference and former chair of ABI’s Advisory Committee on the Safe
Harbors. He is also a frequent speaker at various conferences worldwide including
the Alternative Dispute Resolution Conference at the Singapore International
Arbitration Centre (2023) and INSOL International Colloquium in Tokyo (2023)
and has been included on the Panel of Arbitrators for Financial Services Disputes
of the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre. He has authored articles
published in the AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE JOURNAI and INTERNATIONAL
INSOLVENCY & RESTRUCTURING REPORT and is an editor of a recently published
book titled THE ART OF THE AD HOC. He was honored by The Lega/ 500 US and
recommended for Corporate Restructuring (2023).

MR. TED N. PETTIT (BA, University of Missouri, 1972; JD, Richardson School of
Law, 1986; PhD in Medical Physiology, Burns School of Medicine, 1980) is the
founder of Pettit Law Hawai‘lt LLLC. He provides legal services in the areas of
business reorganization, bankruptcy, and business and commercial litigation. He
advises and represents debtors, landlords and lessors, secured creditors, creditors’
committee and liquidating trusts in a variety of industries. He has extensive
experience in large bankruptcy cases, cross-border insolvency matters, and state
court foreclosure and receivership proceedings. He was a co-author and editor of
the HAWAI‘T COLLECTION AND BANKRUPTCY LAW MANUAL (2013) and has
authored numerous legal articles. He is rated AV Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbel] and
was named one of the Best Lawyers in America since 2006. He was named a Hawai'
Super Lawyer, Top 25 (2008-23) and Lawyer of the Year, Bankruptey (2016-2023).
Benchmartk Litigation ranks Mr. Pettit as a Litigation Star. He was honored by Chambers
& Partners as a Leading Individual in Bankruptey/ Restructuring (2006-23). In 2017, he was
selected for membership to Awmerica’s Top 100 Attorneys by America’s Top 100. He was
one of the founders and the first president of the Hawai'i Bankruptcy Bar
Association, is active in community organizations, and is a trustee of the University
of Hawai‘i Foundation and a member of its Executive Committee.
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PROF. JOHN A.E. PoTTOW (BA, Psychology, Harvard College, 1993 (summa cum
laude); JD, Harvard Law School, 1997 (magna cum lande & Harvard Law Review)), is
the John Philip Dawson Collegiate Professor of Law at the University of Michigan
School of Law. He is an internationally recognized expert in the field of commercial
law and his award-winning scholarship concentrates on the issues involved in the
regulation of cross-border insolvencies. as well as consumer financial distress. He
joined the Michigan faculty in 2003 after working at several prominent firms in
private practice, including Weil, Gotshal and Manges in New York and the former
Hill & Barlow in Boston. His practice focused on debtor representation in complex
Ch 11 restructurings. On behalf of the United States, he serves on the delegation to
the UN Commission on International Trade Law and on the State Department’s
Advisory Committee on Private International Law. In addition, he co-authors one
of the leading bankruptcy textbooks in the country: THE LAW OF DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS: TEXT, CASES, AND PROBLEMS (8" ed., 2021) with the Hon. Elizabeth
Warren, Prof, Jay Westbrook, and the Hon. Katie Porter). He has published in
prominent legal journals in the United States and Canada and testified before both
houses of Congress. He has presented at academic conferences around the world
and frequently provides commentary for national and international media outlets,
such as NPR, CNBC, CNN, C-SPAN, Al Jazeera America, and the BBC. His
extensive public service work focuses on international trade and pro bono work. His
pro bono representations have ranged from bankruptcy court to the Supreme Court,
where he successfully argued on behalf of the respondent in Executive Benefits
Insurance Agency v. Arkison (2014). He is licensed as a barrister and solicitor in Ontario
and as an attorney in Massachusetts and Michigan. In 2005, he was presented the L
Hart Wright Award for Excellence in Teaching and, in 2012, received a pro bono
award from the US District Court for the FEastern District of Michigan. He is an
elected member of the American Law Institute and International Insolvency
Institute and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy

MR. MARK P. SEO (BA, Applied Mathematics, UC Berkeley, 1982; MBA, UC
Berkeley, 1986; BS, Computer Engineering, UC Davis, 1989) is the founder of the
Computer Forensics and eDiscovery Consultancy Firms, HON Discovery Group
(Honolulu) and MSEO Consulting (San Francisco). For over 30 years, he has been
a constant advocate for using technology in litigation. He was on the product
development teams for the first client/server litigation support system, Knowledge
Link, the first thin-client eDiscovery System, Case Central.com and the first Cloud
hosted eDiscovery System, Introspect eCM. He continues to integrate the Best of
Breed technologies into his own companies through his consulting engagements with
Magnet Forensics, MSAB’s XRY Mobile Forensics and KL Discovery’s Nebula Al
Mr. Seo has extensive law firm experience as a Director, Manager or Consultant at
AMLAW 100 firms such as Morrison & Foerster, Mayer Brown and Foley Lardner
on the Mainland US and several top litigation firms in the State of Hawaii. He is a
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frequent speaker on National Forensic and eDiscovery Issues, presenting at many
of the premier technology conferences, including the International Legal
Technology Conference, ABA Technology Conference and NY Legal Tech. He has
been a featured speaker at several top Law Schools: Hastings Law School (now UC
Law San Francisco), Boalt Law School (now Berkeley Law School) and here in
Hawai‘i, the Richardson School of Law. He is a frequent speaker on Computer
Forensics and eDiscovery for the Hawai‘i State Bar and the Hawai‘i State Judicial
Conference.

MR. JAMES H.M. SPRAYREGEN (BA, History, University of Michigan, 1982 (cum
laude); JD, University of Illinois College of Law, 1985 (cum laude)) is the founder of
Kirkland & Ellis’ worldwide Restructuring Group, building the group from
inception in 1990 to become the premier restructuring group in the world, and the
only such group ranked T7er 7 in every major region of the world. He is a partner in
the firm’s Chicago and New York offices. Mr. Sprayregen has led some of the most
complex Ch 11 filings in recent history. He has extensive experience representing
major US and international companies in restructurings both in and out of court and
has handled matters for clients in industries as varied as manufacturing, technology,
transportation, energy, media, retail, and real estate. He has extensive experience
advising boards of directors, and generally representing debtors and creditors in
complex workout, insolvency, restructuring, and bankruptcy planning matters
wotldwide. In March 2010, He was selected by THE NATIONAL LLAW JOURNAL as
one of The Decade’s Most Influential Lawyers. He was named Global Insolvency &
Restructuring Lawyer of the Year in 2013 by Who’s Who Legal Awards and has been
inducted into the Turnaround Management Association (TMA) Turnaround,
Restructuring, and Distressed Investing Industry Hall of Fame. From 2013-2015, he
was appointed to serve a two-year term as the President of INSOL International. He
is also an Adjunct Full Professor of Finance at The Wharton School of the University
of Pennsylvania where he teaches a combined Wharton/Penn Law coutse on
“Corporate Restructuring.”

MR. MATTHEW STUBENBERG (BA, University of Maryland Baltimore County,
2009; JD, University of Maryland School of Law, 2013) is Innovator in Residence at
the Richardson School of Law. He teaches Coding for Lawyers and Cybersecurity
Law. He was previously a researcher at Harvard Law School’s Access to Justice Lab;
IT Director at the Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service; and a Senior Applications
Specialist at the Maryland Legal Aid Bureau. He has independently worked on
several legal apps including MDExpungement.com, a website which automated the
expungement process and helped to expunge over 100,000 criminal cases in
Maryland. He has spoken at numerous conferences on legal technology related issues
and has been a proponent of teaching technical knowledge to attorneys.
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Ms. STEPHANIE E.W. THOMPSON (BA, University of Hawai'i at Manoa, 2004)
(summa cum lande); |D, Richardson School of Law, 2005)) is a director at the law firm
Starn O’Toole Marcus & Fisher in Honolulu. She focuses her practice on complex
civil litigation, real estate disputes and eDiscovery practice. She also serves as an
Adjunct Professor at the Richardson School of Law, where she has developed and
taught the school’s course in eDiscovery for the past several years. She has extensive
experience in partnership and contract disputes, landlord/tenant commercial
litigation, and eminent domain law. She has been named to the Best Lawyers in
America® list in the practice areas of Appellate Practice, Commercial Litigation and
Real Estate Litigation. She holds an A1 Preeminent® rating from Martindale-Hubbel/®
tor both her skill and integrity. Ms. Thompson has been recognized by Chambers and
Partners USA Leading Lawyers for Business in the practice area of Litigation: General
Commercial. She has also been selected for inclusion to the Hawai'i Super Lawyers®
list since 2021, in the practice area of business litigation. She was the 2015 Litigation
Section Chair for the Hawai‘i State Bar Association, and a member of the board
from 2011 through 2016. Since 2014, she has co-chaired the Hawai‘i State Bar’s
Litigation Academy, a two-day intensive course regarding litigation practice. In
addition to her litigation practice, She has developed and presents workshops
relating to eDiscovery for small businesses as well as ethical considerations relating
to eDiscovery practice for attorneys. She has been a guest speaker at various civic
organizations and has presented on the topic for bar organizations not only across
the State of Hawai‘i but also for various bar organizations across the nation.

DR. EUGENE TIAN (PhD, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa) is the Chief Economist
at the Hawai‘i State Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism
(DBEDT). His office conducts research on economic issues such as tourism,
emerging industries, diversification, quality of life, technology, energy, and taxation.
His team also produces the official statewide short-range economic forecast on a
quarterly basis and the long-range population and economic forecast every 5 years.
His program collects and releases the monthly statistics on labor force, employment,
job count, and visitor statistics. His program is also responsible for compiling and
publishing the State of Hawai‘i Data Book. The Hawai‘i State Data Center, a
partnership program with the US Census Bureau for disseminating US Census data,
is also under his supervision.

MR. NEIL J. VERBRUGGE (BSS, Cornell College, 1993 (cum lande); JD, University of
Iowa College of Law, 1996 (with distinction & Iowa Law Review)) is a trial attorney
with the office of the US Trustee, Honolulu Field office, Region 15. Prior to joining
the US Trustee Program, Mr. Verbrugge represented both debtors and creditors in
a wide variety of bankruptcy matters. He is a member of the Hawai‘i Bankruptcy
Bar Association and the American Bankruptcy Institute. He has been a speaker at
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numerous seminars on bankruptcy law and has authored materials on insolvency
matters.

MR. THEODORE D.C. YOUNG (BA, University of San Francisco, 1981 (cum laude),
JD, University of San Francisco School of Law, 1984)) is a partner in the Litigation
Department of Cades Schutte LLP and chair of the firm’s Bankruptcy & Creditors’
Rights Practice Group. His practice focuses on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights and
commercial litigation. In bankruptcy cases, he represents and advises secured
creditors, landlords, lessors, purchasers of estate assets, creditors, and corporate
debtors. He also has significant experience in the representation of bankruptcy
trustees and state court receivers. Before entering private practice, he was an attorney
with the Division of Enforcement of the US Securities & Exchange Commission.
He served on the board of the Hawai‘t Bankruptcy Bar Association from 2013 to
2014, and as its President in 2014. He previously served as Director of the
Bankruptcy Law Section of the Hawai‘i State Bar Association from 2001 to 2002
and 2006 to 2007, and as its vice-president for the 2002. He is also a member of the
American Bankruptcy Institute. Since 2007, he has been named by Chambers &
Partners as one of America’s leading lawyers in the area of Bankruptcy/Restructuring.
He has also been named in Best Lawyers® in the area of Bankruptcy Litigation and
he was named 2022 Lawyer of the Year in Bankruptey Litigation, Honolulu by Best
Lawyers®.



